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coincide substantially with my own.   Even my terms extra-
version and introversion are justified from the standpoint '
of Gross' conception.    It only remains for us to make a
critical examination of Gross* basic hypothesis, the concept
of the secondary function.
It is always a delicate matter, this framing of physio-
logical or * organic' hypotheses in connection with psycho-
logical processes, It will be familiar that, at the time
of the great successes of brain research, a kind of mania
prevailed for fabricating physiological hypotheses for psycho-
logical processes; among these, the hypothesis that the
cell-processes withdrew during sleep is by no means the
most absurd which received serious appreciation and
" scientific " discussion. One was justified in speaking of a
veritable brain-mythology; but I have no desire to treat
Gross' hypothesis as a " brain myth ",—its working value
is too important for that. It is an excellent working
hypothesis, which has received repeated and well deserved
acknowledgment from other quarters.
The idea of the secondary function is as simple as
it is ingenious. This simple concept enables one to bring
a very large number of complex psychic phenomena into
a satisfying formula; it deals, moreover, with phenomena
whose diverse nature would have successfully withstood
a simple reduction and classification by any other single
hypothesis. With such a fortunate hypothesis one is
always tempted to overestimate its range and application.
Such a possibility might well apply in this case, although
in fact, this hypothesis has unfortunately but limited
range. Let us entirely disregard the fact that in itself
the hypothesis is only a postulate, since no one has ever
seen the secondary function of the brain-cells, and no one
could ever demonstrate why, theoretically, the secondary
function should, qualitatively have the same contractive
effect upon the next associations as the primary function,

